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Abstract

The Gulf of Mexico was recognized as the ‘Gulf of America’, via Presidential executive order in the United States, from February
2025. Renaming geographical or geological sites based on political or nationalist decisions risks places academics, editors, and
publishers in complex situations where fact at one point in time may be labelled as false facts or misinformation at another point in
time. Until 27 August 2025, 22 documents indexed in Scopus and 18 documents indexed in Web of Science had employed ‘Gulf of
America’ in the title, abstract or keywords. Editors who allow authors to publish the term ‘Gulf of America’ are called upon to offer
guidance. It is also important to publish the sentiment of those authors (from the US, Mexico, or elsewhere) who have employed
‘Gulf of Mexico’ in indexed academic papers from February 2025 onwards, since those papers might be interpreted as carrying — at
least from a US perspective — an error of historical fact. To get a more granular appreciation of the extent of academic implications
of this politically influenced toponym, the first 150 of 645 Google Scholar results (27 August 2025) were manually assessed. The
analysis shows that the adoption of the politically imposed toponym ‘Gulf of America’ is confined almost entirely to U.S.-affiliated
authors, while Gulf of Mexico remains the prevailing term internationally.

Key words
academic freedom; editorial independence; historical facts; geopolitics; public; toponym.
Received: 03 September 2025

Accepted: 22 September 2025 Published: 30 November. 2025

speech, US President Donald J. Trump signed an

1. Introduction: The ‘Gulf of America’ toponym

In this brief report, we take this opportunity of
drawing attention to a contentious historical aspect
of papers published in recent months, namely their
use of the internationally recognized name, Gulf of
Mexico (GoM). Our paper emphasizes how political
decisions can cause academic quagmires.

New history was literally made on 9 February
2025 on Air Force One. Following a short ceremonial

executive order (EO) that the Gulf of Mexico would
no longer be recognized as such, and was renamed
the Gulf of America (GoA), a reclassification that
Telesetsky (2025) described as “nonsensical”, while
also starting a new national US holiday, the Gulf of
America Day (White House, 2025).

In addition to rewriting history with the stroke of
a pen, by renaming GoM to GoA, this also allowed
presidential restrictions on freedom of the press
(Deppe, 2025), with a greater risk of suppressing
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media voices or their “pressure” to employ the new
toponym (MacMillan, 2025), with some voices also
referring to this decision as imperialist (Giraut, 2025;
Musset, 2025), “America first” expansionism (Graner,
2025), neo-colonialist (Namboodiri, Agney, 2025),
or part of the US’s assertion within the US-China
rivalry for global hegemony (Belém Lopes, 2025),
with the creation of toponyms being an easy strategy
for “powerful actors (state leaders, politicians, or
oligarchs)” to transmit and impose nationalist ideas
(Basik, 2025). Others yet have argued that it challenges
the legality of maritime law (Anya, Anya, 2025). Two
Mexican researchers posed three questions (Aguilar,
Espinosa, 2025):

1) To whom do the oceans belong?

2) Who owns the Gulf of Mexico?

3) What is the Gulf of America? Overnight political
decisions, whether they be driven by globalist or
nationalist incentives — in this case, the latter — can
sometimes have immediate and potentially complex
consequences for academics, editors, and publishers,
especially if cataloguing of historical information
(facts and manipulated facts) becomes a mere
political instrument (Olson, 2025).

Insome journals, authors with a US affiliation might
refer to the internationally recognized GoM as such,
and not as the GoA, while others might use the newly
anointed name, but this may be perceived as culturally
offensive (Charney, 2025), suggesting that academic
freedom or personal choice have precedence over
political positioning. However, depending on the side
of the argument, those on the opposing side might
argue that papers that employ one or the other name
might constitute a geographical nomenclatural error,
or even possibly an error of historical fact — at least
from the current US Government’s perspective.

Very importantly, US federal employees or those
funded by the US government, including researchers,
are required to use The United States Government
Accountability Office (GAO) terminology whereas
others would have more freedom. If all authors of
papers published in papers after February 2025 are US
federal researchers, and if they use the GoM, would
they be in breach of GAO terminology, and does this
imply that their papers need to be corrected?

To help us better gauge how the academic
literature was accommodating this new toponym,
Web of Science (WoS), Scopus and Google Scholar
were searched for clues.

Thttps://scholar.google.co.jp/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=%22
Gulf+of+America%22&oq=. Search also includes full texts.
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2. Methodology and results

A search on Scopus and WoS on 27 August 2025 for
‘Gulf of America’ revealed 22 unique documents,
and 645 results on Google Scholar'. To gain a more
granular appreciation of which journals published GoA
rather than GoM as a historical toponym, the first 150
Google Scholar results were examined manually (this
is the study’s limitation). A total of 46 DOl-indexed
documents that employed GoA were identified (Table
1). In all cases, the authors had an affiliation in the
US, in one case with as many as 18 US affiliations,
but the majority being between one and four, while
eight papers had co-authors or collaborators from
other countries. It is not clear whether, in those cases,
the opinions and positions of the US authors took
precedence over those of international co-authors.
While 10 of the papers had GoA in the title, the
majority included GoA in the abstract or main body
of text. Of the 46 documents, most (37) were journal
articles and nine were in preprints, mainly Elsevier’s
SSRN, including the use of GoA in maps (Fig. 1).

Scopus and WoS claim to carefully select academic
content, so the presence of 22 documents on these
databases indicates that the use or mention of ‘Gulf
of America’ is not restricted to non-peer-reviewed
preprints or other documents that appear on Google
Scholar. Incidentally, on the same date (27 August
2025), there were 32,783, 24,236 and 1,800,000
results for ‘Gulf of Mexico’ on Scopus, WoS, and
Google Scholar, respectively, suggesting that GoM still
remains the dominant form. However, considering
that just three months ago, in June 2025, there were
only 165 results at Google Scholar, and now already
645, it will be interesting to appreciate how these
volumes change over the Trump presidency, and
beyond.

3. Discussion

What our WoS, Scopus and Google Scholar-based
analysis reveals is that research papers have mainly
used GoA as a statement of fact and not as a debate.
Since a publication is a source of influence, even
more so if they are open access and as preprints, we
believe that “advertising” GoA may influence readers
to employ this term as well, including US authors.
It could even be argued that academic journals
could be perceived as being used — in this case, for
the toponym GoA — as political instruments of neo-
colonialist US policies, through the dissemination
of politically forced historical facts, especially if one
considers that journals are international platforms of
the dissemination of science and knowledge.
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Fig. 1. Use of ‘Gulf of America’ in maps in academic papers. Two examples in SSRN preprints are shown. (A)
DOI: 10.2139/ssrn.5261440 (Fig. 1a); (B) DOI: 10.2139/ssrn.5289468 (Fig. 1) (red arrows). CC BY 4.0.

We noticed that many of the papers justified their
choice by a statement similar to the following “U.S.
Gulf of America (formerly the U.S. Gulf of Mexico;
hereafter “Gulf”” or “Gulf of America (formerly known
as the Gulf of Mexico)”, as well as some convenient
political neutrality by at least one publisher, as a
publisher’s note: «Springer Nature remains neutral
with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps
and institutional affiliations» (DOI: 10.1007/s12237-
025-01568-3).

Academics, editors, and publishers have to manage
political decisions, such as whether to name Taiwan
as such, or as the Republic of China (Teixeira da Silva,
2024), not knowing whether the use of a politically

influenced term places them at risk of making an
“error of historical fact,” depending on the entity
or country proclaiming the “fact.” Authors are thus
very much left to their own devices when it comes
to having to use such terms. Journals’ instructions for
authors generally do not carry specific guidance, or
they might — to defend their editorial independence
— make disclaimers that distance themselves from
political decisions. The US President’s EO may thus be
at odds with editorial standards in academic journals,
although the rapid increase in papers in ranked and
indexed journals, as testifies the cases in Table 1,
suggests otherwise. It is unclear whether American
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academic societies — and their academics — are under
pressure to adopt GoA, and cease using GoM.

This political nationalist decision may appear to
be restricted to the US and Mexico, but international
authors who might have employed GoM in academic
papers after February 2025 may find themselves
in an uncomfortable situation where they may be
requested to adjust the term to GoA, especially if the
journal is published in the US by a US Government
entity, or to correct GoM to GoA, which is not unlikely
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