
1. Introduction

Reflection on the social functions and the possi-
bilities of applying knowledge generated by ge-
ographers in practice accompanies geographical 
thought at all stages of its development as a modern 
academic field. As specified by Z. Chojnicki (2010), 
despite attempts to create applied geography, in 

terms of practical functions, the discipline still did 
not go beyond the methodological programs and 
individual activities of separate scholars.

Applied aspects of human geography and their 
scope are treated differently in national schools 
and in the views of individual scientists (Leszczycki, 
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1962; Parysek, 1990, 2004; Pacione, 1999, 2011; 
Chojncki, 2010; Phlipponneau, 2004; Aleksandrova, 
2006; Gladkiy, 2010; Anoshko, 2011; Lee, Sui, 2015; 
Mihaylov, Runge, 2018). For this reason, an attempt 
to systematize the current priorities in application 
research in the field of human geography was made 
in the paper. Moreover, the specificities of selected 
national schools have been also taken into consid-
eration. This undertaking required a critical look at 
the previous ways of defining and interpreting cat-
egories as applied geography and constructive ge-
ography, and the occurrence of certain understate-
ments in categorizing separate geographical studies 
and publications as “applied” or “fundamental”. The 
author has in mind “non-physical” part of the disci-
pline intentionally specified as human geography. 
The term socio-economic geography, widely used in 
Central and Eastern Europe, excludes from the de-
bate a number of important currents of social and 
economic geography, or at least diminishes their 
meaning. This is one of the chief accents of the pa-
per. Thus, the author undertakes a critical re-think-
ing of the current debate on the application aspects 
of research in the field of human geography. Be-
cause of limitations in the volume of papers, some of 
the author’s theses and arguments are presented in 
a brief manner. The same also concerns the number 
of references.

This paper focuses on chosen concepts and 
schools which deal with practical aspects of hu-
man geography. Contentious issues in this field are 
addressed in their formal dimension (e.g. in institu-
tional projects or publications) as well as in back-
stage disputes and relations of geographers. We can 
arbitrarily divide these disputes into several groups. 
Each of them has its own specificity:
1)	From the point of view of methodology, studies 

carried out on the basis of the positivist approach 
are considered practical. On the other hand, 
there is a less favourable attitude towards stud-
ies based on humanistic methodology which are 
rarely treated as potentially applicable in real life.

2)	From the point of view of social sphere, excessive 
emphasis is placed on economic and planning is-
sues. The role of cultural or ethnic factors in solv-
ing social problems is insufficiently taken into ac-
count or depreciated by geographers.

3)	From the point of view of the geographical scale, 
most geographers mainly focus on solving prob-
lems on a national or subnational scale, e.g. re-
gions, individual cities, municipalities, with less 
attention to international questions.

4)	From the institutional point of view, it is usually 
assumed that the results of research in human 
geography should be promoted among repre-

sentatives of public administration, and less of-
ten in business or non-governmental organisa-
tions. 

2.	Conceptual and institutional development 
of applied geography in the world 
and in selected national schools

2.1. General remarks

As a science providing practical knowledge, geog-
raphy has a long history. It dates back to the time 
when geography was not formally separated as an 
academic discipline (Lee, Sui, 2015). The very con-
cept of applied geography originates in the late 
nineteenth century in Great Britain. E.W. Bunbury 
(1897; in: Pacione, 1999) looks for the roots of the 
practical function of the discipline at the time of the 
birth of geography, at the turn of the third and sec-
ond centuries BC. Measurements of the Earth and 
cartographic studies conducted by cartographers 
and mathematical geographers from Alexandria 
headed by Eratosthenes were of application sig-
nificance. In the sixteenth century, during the Great 
geographical discoveries, geographical knowledge 
was highly valued by rulers and merchants. Part of 
the generated knowledge still has unquestionable 
practical significance, especially at a time of rapid 
spread of new technologies. For example, research 
of atmospheric phenomena providing reliable infor-
mation is relevant in the planning and functioning 
of certain sectors of the economy, in particular ag-
riculture, transport and tourism. However, methods 
for monitoring and forecasting have been improved. 
Nowadays, the application significance of human 
geography is assessed in terms of the possibility of 
applying research results in contemporary economy, 
regional policy, land use, in forecasting and manag-
ing demographic processes in states and regions.

One of the first attempts to formulate the es-
sence of applied geography belongs to the British 
geographer A.J. Herbertson (1899). According to 
him, it is “a specific way of looking at geography, lim-
iting research to one viewpoint. For a businessman it 
will be an economic viewpoint, for a doctor a climate 
and demographic viewpoint, and for a missionary it 
will be an ethical viewpoint” (Pacione, 2011, p. 9). 
Despite the romantic nature of this approach to the 
subject of applied geography, it indicates one im-
portant thing. It is a research specialisation and ap-
proach to problems limited to the practical needs of 
specific fields of socio-economic life.

Attempts to discuss the essence of practical as-
pects of human geography or selected threads of its 
development in selected regions and countries were 
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discussed in geographical publications, e.g. in North 
America (Frazier, 2004), Western and Southern Eu-
rope (Gaspar, 2004), Central Europe (Enyedi, 2004), 
Russia and the former Soviet Union (Gerasimov, 
1966; 1992; Sobisevich, Snytko, 2019), Poland (Leszc-
zycki, 1962; Parysek, 1990, 2004; Chojnicki, 2010). 
The mentioned authors discuss and define the tasks 
of applied geography and contribute to its concep-
tualisation and methodological operationalisation.

The institutional form of cooperation in the field 
of practical aspects of geography is performed by 
the Applied Geography Commission of the Interna-
tional Geographic Union (IGO). The initiative to cre-
ate it was taken during the nineteenth IGU Congress 
in Stockholm in 1960 by M. Phlipponneau (Leszc-
zycki, 1962). The main goals of the IGO applied ge-
ography research group include: development and 
coordination of professional geographers’ networks 
in the field of applied geography; organisation of 
meetings and publications; establishing coopera-
tion with non-governmental organisations, private 
companies, and public agencies; ensuring greater 
employment opportunities for geography graduates 
in business and government structures. On the com-
mission’s website, the contribution of geographers 
to applied science is highlighted, while it is pointed 
out that this contribution is not always recognised. 
To some extent, this is due to the fact that geograph-
ical institutions are more effective in meeting the 
needs of geographers from academic environments 
than those working in other public institutions or in 
a private sector (Website of the Applied Geography 
Commission).

To conclude, summarising studies on special-
ised literature and author’s own practical experi-
ence concerning the intensity of contacts between 
academic geography and practice, the author distin-
guishes several channels through which geographi-
cal knowledge is promoted in various social spheres:
1)	Participation of geographers in projects aimed to 

solve infrastructural, economic and social prob-
lems.

2)	Participation of geographers in teams defining or 
conducting specific policies at the local, regional, 
national or international level. However, it should 
be recollected that the participation of geogra-
phers in various commissions and public admin-
istration projects does not necessarily involve the 
use of geographical knowledge, since educated 
geographers often have knowledge on legal, fi-
nancial, or administrative issues.

3)	Preparation by geographic teams at the request 
of ministries and government agencies, local 
self-governments or NGOs of general or sectoral 

analyses, spatial evaluations, regional and local 
development strategies.

4)	Participation in investment projects and business 
plans in a new location (expert evaluation of the 
local tax system, availability of investment plots, 
modern business centres, situation on the labour 
market, transport accessibility, access to raw ma-
terials, distance from markets, etc.).

5)	Scientific study in the form of an article, book, 
map, atlas or report, the results of which can be 
used for practical purposes. The chief controver-
sies and disagreements are raised by the very 
distinction between scientific works considered 
practically applicable in socio-economic life and 
those perceived as strictly academic ones.

2.2. Applied Geography in Western schools 
of geography

In the English-speaking countries, and broadly – in 
the English-language publications, practical human 
geography studies are developing under the name 
of applied geography. This term is used not only as 
a cognitive category, but it also represents a sepa-
rate research discipline. In fact, this trend is a loose 
collection of quantitative works on various topics 
related to problems of nature as well as ecological, 
social, and economic development, or application of 
GIS. Despite the fact that human geography studies 
have been undertaken on various spatial scales, ge-
ographers mainly focus on selected socio-economic 
problems on an urban, local and regional scale.

In the English-speaking world, the journal Applied 
Geography, founded in 1981, makes a significant 
contribution to the development and promotion of 
practical aspects of the discipline. In the age of glo-
balisation and the expanding dominance of English 
in international scholarly communication, the pos-
sibilities of the journal’s influence have increased 
on a larger scale. Applied Geography publishes the 
results of studies using a geographical approach to 
solving specific research problems of human society 
that have a spatial dimension. The most frequently 
addressed ones are the assessment, management 
and territorial distribution of natural or human re-
sources of the world (Website of Applied Geography 
journal).

M. Pacione, who has published a number of pa-
pers in this field, treats applied geography as a re-
search approach in which geographical knowledge 
and skills are undertaken to solve social, economic 
and environmental problems. The factor that con-
nects various studies in applied geography is not 
a specific model or theory, but a fundamental phi-
losophy of their importance or utility for society 
(Pacione, 2011). The author advocates the concept 
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of “useful knowledge” separating pure from applied 
geographical research. The author is convinced that 
“some geographical studies are more useful than 
others”. Simultaneously, he asks important ques-
tions: available to whom? Who decides about it, and 
on the basis of what criteria? (Pacione, 2011). Such 
dichotomous division suggests that theoretical and 
methodological achievements fall into the category 
of pure research. Although it is not directly stated, 
this approach determines which part of the knowl-
edge is “useless” for practitioners. This would mean 
that creation of a new concept or a development of 
a new method for spatial analysis by scientists will be 
treated as “pure knowledge” (implicite – “unuseful”). 
In turn, the results of application of the same new 
method by another scientist or practitioner will be 
considered “practical (‘needed’, ‘useful’) knowledge”. 
Therefore, it seems that in this regard the more tra-
ditional division into basic (including theoretical) 
and application (practical) research is more reliable. 
Reference can be made to Chojnicki’s model (2010), 
which distinguishes two functions of geography in 
terms of knowledge generation: 1) cognitive func-
tions associated with the progress of research based 
on detecting, determining and explaining facts; 
2)  utilitarian functions serve for solving problems 
of practice related through transformation of reality 
by constructing projects or planes connected to the 
subject matter of geography.

Lee and Sui (2015) made a review of the most 
discussed topics in practical geographical research 
published in such journals as: The American Associa-
tion of Geographers Papers in Applied Geography (for 
2013), Papers of the Applied Geography Conferences 
(2007–2012) and Papers and Proceedings of the Ap-
plied Geography Conferences (1978–2006). These au-
thors provide an empirical picture of the entire ap-
plied geography and human geography in particular, 
at least in the United States. Physical and human ge-
ography are almost evenly represented. In the entire 
period from 1978 to 2007, the largest percentage of 
papers were published in the following branches: 
environmental planning and management, water re-
sources, transport, planning, development, business 
and retail trade, tourism and recreation. To a large 
extent, these problems retained their dominance to 
the middle of the 2000s. The use of new technolo-
gies and methods by geographers resulted in the 
emergence of new trends in the period from 2007 
to 2013. The issue of environmental planning and 
management has maintained a leading position in 
the structure of published articles. Among the lead-
ing topics are also GIS / GPS, environmental threats, 
planning, economics, education, crime, and remote 
sensing. 

2.3. Constructive geography in the former USSR 
and Russia

In the former Soviet Union, as well as in the states 
emerged after its decomposition, the concept of 
constructive geography was developed. This in-
volves the establishment and development of an 
entire academic school, a number of concepts, pub-
lications and conferences.

Looking critically at the most important charac-
teristics of constructive geography and the reasons 
for its weaknesses, A. Levintov (in: Gladkiy, 2010) 
mentioned the following arguments: 1) complex 
mathematical quantitative and graphical methods 
of analysis; 2) a high degree of abstraction and de-
tachment from the real geographical environment; 
3) reducing the geographical environment to pro-
ductive, recreational or cognitive activities; 4) focus-
ing research on the design and transformation of the 
geographical environment.

The development of constructive geography is 
strongly correlated with the establishment of the 
Institute of Geography of the Siberian Branch of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences in 1957 with headquar-
ters in Irkutsk. Over the next decades, this Institute 
carried out a series of studies under the leadership of 
I. Gerasimov, and later V. Soczava. Till the 1980s, state 
authorities and some ministries of the Soviet Union 
commissioned the Institute to conduct a number 
of scientific evaluations and specialised research: in 
the field of transport infrastructure development, 
reversing the Siberian rivers, research related to the 
Aral Sea crisis, exploitation of oil fields in West Sibe-
ria, construction of hydropower plants, etc.

According to V.M. Kotlyakov and A.A. Tishkov 
(2008), due to the development of constructive ge-
ography in Irkutsk, a “positive hybrid” appeared. This 
means that the main result of the activity of the Insti-
tute of Geography was the optimisation of relations 
between fundamental and applied studies. Notably, 
the main feature of constructive geography was 
based on research programs which combined theo-
retical, methodological and empirical approaches 
and methods. These research programs concerned, 
for example, organisation and management of geo-
graphical space, rational use of natural resources and 
optimisation of relations with the economy and so-
ciety in conditions of technological progress, rapid 
urbanisation and industrialisation. The Soviet school 
developed a comprehensive practical geography 
project directed to attempts at solving problems 
of the geographical environment in a comprehen-
sive manner, which required collaboration between 
economic and physical geographers. As a whole, 
constructive geography has emphasized fundamen-
tal research primarily focusing on the influence of 
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socio-economic activities on the geographical envi-
ronment (Gerasimov, 1982).

It is worth mentioning that in the former USSR 
physical geography had a definite advantage in ap-
plied research. A similar trend also occurs in modern 
Russian geography. One example can be given here. 
28 papers were presented at the conference “The 
idea of constructive geography and the develop-
ment of fundamental geographical research”, which 
took place in the city of Kostroma in September 
2015. Only seven of them concerned the problems 
of human geography, including the importance 
of constructive geography in solving geopolitical 
problems of Russia, tourism development, agrarian 
reforms, socio-ecological systems in mountain areas 
(Naučnaâ..., 2015).

2.4. Applied aspects of Human Geography 
in Poland

In the second half of the twentieth century, the 
development of applied research also intensified 
in other countries of the Eastern Bloc. Attempts to 
problematise and conceptualise the practical as-
pects of geography in Poland have a relatively long 
tradition. Unlike the former Soviet Union, the de-
velopment of geography in Poland puts socio-eco-
nomic geography in a better position since it is more 
practical in cognitive terms and has a wider scope 
of application and richer achievements in practice as 
well (Parysek, 1990).

Under the influence of Marxist ideology and 
because of full domination of the state in spatial 
planning and funding of science, human geog-
raphy has experienced a revolution in terms of 
application priorities and internal specialisation. 
The pre-war human geography / anthropogeog-
raphy was transformed into economic geography. 
As  M.  Kiełczewska-Zaleska (1958) critically pointed 
out, in the post-war years, economic geography 
became a new direction which moved away from 
many currents and disciplines of human geography, 
and thus narrowed the scope of research activities. 
This model, despite progress in the structure of the 
discipline and the process of sociologisation of geo-
graphical knowledge, undoubtedly influenced the 
specifics of practical research in Polish human ge-
ography. As noted by J.J. Parysek (2004), the main 
recipients of the products of geography (includ-
ing methods and techniques of analysis) are those 
spheres of social life which deal with shaping struc-
tures, organisation and functioning of human living 
space. Socio-economic spatial planning and spatial 
management play a primary role in this regard.

Poland is one of the first countries in the for-
mer Eastern bloc in which the applied problems of 

human geography became the subject of compact 
scientific publications. One of the first issues of the 
English-language magazine Geographia Polonica 
(1964) was entitled Problems of Applied Geography. It 
included works developed as part of the Polish-Brit-
ish seminar in Keele in 1962. Most of them discussed 
problems of industrialisation, urbanisation and de-
velopment of small towns.

In contemporary Polish geography, there is an 
evolutionary change in the scope and role of geo-
graphical research (Bański, 2016). The utilitarian func-
tions of geography have been rather underestimat-
ed and unused for a long time, while J. Bański points 
out the tendencies of moving away from theoretical 
and cognitive issues towards applied research (diag-
nosis and expertise) ordered by various governmen-
tal and local self-government institutions.

J.J. Parysek (2004) specified that in strictly geo-
graphical matters, geographers are displaced from 
their field of competence by economists, sociolo-
gists, architects, political scientists, lawyers and rep-
resentatives of other disciplines. The author justified 
this unfavourable tendency by the fact that after 
environmental issues and tourism geographers give 
other disciplines other spatial issues, i.e. regional 
and local economy, territorial planning and shaping 
of living environment. Undoubtedly, this is a univer-
sal problem that concerns not only human geogra-
phy in Poland. 

3. Thematic and methodological asymmetry 
in applied human geography research

3.1. Research scale

Fig. 1 shows a generalised model of applied human 
geography and highlights its structural and meth-
odological peculiarities. The author proposes an 
arbitrary division according to the following crite-
ria: scientific orientation (divided by a strategic and 
operational level), socio-economic sphere with its 
macro and micro levels, and spatial scale.

Most of strategic research undertaken on a larger 
geographical scale concerns such problems as sus-
tainable development, elaborations of characteris-
tics and recommendations on the optimisation of 
the functioning of international or national trans-
port corridors, concepts of spatial development of 
countries, studies on the settlement network sys-
tem, etc. This type of research is often undertaken by 
scholars from Central and Eastern European coun-
tries, although their scale is limited mainly to sepa-
rate countries or their regions. There are, certainly, 
exceptions in which geographers actively took part 
in the practical implementation of investments on 
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a smaller spatial scale merging strategic and op-
erational research. The list of outstanding achieve-
ments may not be long, but there are individual 
examples as the construction of a new waterway 
(canal) between Varna and Devnia, west of the Varna 
Bay in Eastern Bulgaria in the 1970s. The geogra-
pher A. Beshkov who comes from this city, was the 
first who proposed the idea of building the water-
way and a new port, justifying its location (Beshkov, 
1957; 1959). Based on this strategic investment, the 
so-called industrial agglomeration of Varna – Belo-
slav – Devnia, including five ports and several large 
industrial plants, was established.

The potential list of applied research on a micro 
scale is much broader in terms of the scope of prob-
lems. These studies may concern, among others, 
changes in the structure of land use in settlements, 
elaboration of models for optimisation of the public 
transport in urban agglomerations, development of 
infrastructure in special economic zones, and revi-
talisation of downtown districts, post-industrial or 
residential areas. Traditionally, the research on a mi-
cro scale aimed to generate knowledge which is po-
tentially useful in specific operational activities was 
more often undertaken by Western geographers (for 
instance: Lee, Sui, 2015). In turn, for human geogra-
phy in former communist countries, many strategic 
studies were often too general and abstract; there-
fore, they had little chance to be directly applied in 
a socio-economic life. As already noted, the exces-
sive focus on the large-scale problems and the lack 
of a clear specialisation of constructive geography in 
the former Soviet Union led to the crisis of this disci-
pline. However, in the age of globalisation and more 
intensive internationalisation of scientific research, 
these differences are slowly blurring.

3.2. Favouritism for reasons of methodological 
perspective and thematic specialisation

Taking into account philosophical and methodologi-
cal criteria, the disputes between supporters of the 
positivist or the humanistic approach concern the 
applied importance of one or another performed 
study. Regarding the methods used, the strong and 
weak points of quantitative and qualitative research 
are traditionally the most discussed aspects. Studies 
carried out by applying quantitative methods are 
often accepted a priori as applicable. This applies to 
both the attitude of reviewers of scientific articles 
and books, doctoral theses, applications for project 
funding as well as the policy of decision-making 
bodies (Department Council, Faculty Council, vari-
ous thematic committees, scientific societies, etc.). 
The very appearance of quantitative methods in 
a scientific work, i.e. mathematical and statistical 
models, encourages evaluators to treat this work 
as “applied”. Such a state of affairs occurs in various 
cases, regardless of whether it is about political ge-
ography (in the case of parametric assessment of the 
power of states), economic geography (employment 
level or the dynamics of production) or geodemog-
raphy (life expectancy calculations).

Common opinions about the practical signifi-
cance of works created in human geography de-
pend on subjective factors, thematic specialisation, 
and particular interests of individual scholars. Ac-
cording to unwritten rules, the practical value of 
a given geographical work can often be assessed 
only on the basis of its specialisation. Wherein, anal-
yses related to economics and planning are usually 
treated favourably in terms of their practical value. It 
concerns research in traditional directions, i.e. agri-
cultural, industrial and service geography, transport 
geography, geographical aspects of the labour mar-
ket. Studies on regional policy, spatial management, 
territorial planning and regional development are 

Strategic

Macro level

Orientation Operational

Micro level

Spatial scale

Global

Supernational

Country level

Macroregional

Local units (municipality,

city, neighbourhood)

Separate objects

(street, building, monument)

Socio-economic

sphere

Fig. 1. Generalised model of research in applied human geography

Source: Author’s elaboration.
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undertaken more and more often from an interdisci-
plinary perspective. Studies conducted in this fields 
combine perspectives and a method of economic 
geography, economics, management sciences and 
urban planning. The main purpose of geographers’ 
research in these directions is to conduct evalua-
tion in human – economy – environment relations, 
development of forecasts and proposals of specific 
measures aimed at their spatial optimisation, which 
will meet the specific needs of society. M. Hilpert 
(2002), G. Raagmaa (2002), V. Mihaylov & J. Runge 
(2018), K.  Zimmerbauer (2018) and other authors 
wrote about the possibilities of using te humanistic 
perspective in geography to obtain results of impor-
tance for practice. Despite this, recognition of works 
with social or cultural content meets with greater 
resistance from many conservative scientists. It is 
no secret that such situations occur during discus-
sions on the choice of subjects for MA or PhD theses. 
This is due to many scholars’ belief that if the author 
undertakes issues related to spatial planning, the 
labour market or economic investment, his work is 
automatically granted with practical significance.

All these circumstances influence not only the 
image of human geography in a society. As indicated 
in previous parts, the scope of the above-mentioned 
spheres of social life in which geographers really 
have something to say is also narrowing. Moreover, 
social or cultural threads still represent a modest 
share in the works of university graduates, including 
PhD theses. What is more, geographers hardly ever 
propose solutions that could find application in such 
fields as diplomacy, international relations, national 
or international security, or ethnopolitical conflicts. 
Publications of similar themes rarely appear in jour-
nals specialised in strictly geographic matters.

In this respect, a large difference is noticeable in 
comparison to the beginning of the twentieth cen-
tury. This was a crucial time for re-ordering of geo-
political structures and relations. Then, the ideas of 
the most outstanding representatives of geography 
from various nations, especially from Central Europe 
and the Balkans, participated in and had a real in-
fluence on shaping the political order. For example, 
in 1913, a geographer Anastas Ishirkov was a mem-
ber of the Bulgarian delegation at the conference in 
Bucharest after the Second Balkan War. As M. Górny 
(2013) noted, during the negotiations in Versailles, 
Saint-Germain-en-Laye, Neuilly-sur-Seine, Trianon 
and Sèvres after the First World War there were also 
geographers from both victorious powers and newly 
created states. The interests of the French side were 
represented by Emmanuel de Martonne, Emmanuel 
de Margerie, Albert Demangeon, Lucien Gallois 
and Jean Brunhes. In turn, Jovan Cvijić, during the 

Versailles conference, was a member of the Serbian 
delegation. The Polish side was represented by Eu-
geniusz Romer. These geographers were playing 
a key role in the work of territorial commissions. 
After the Second World War, the outstanding Polish 
geographer and chairman of the International Geo-
graphical Union, Stanisław Leszczycki, was an ener-
getic propagator of “the application of geographical 
research to practical purposes” (Leszczycki, 1962). 
S. Leszczycki participated as an expert in the Polish 
delegation that negotiated the final course of the 
Polish-Soviet border in Moscow in 1945 (Eberhardt, 
2018).

3.3. Author’s concept of applied 
human geography

Human geographers often complain that the results 
of their research are rarely recognised or at least 
hardly visible in the social, political and economic 
life, and even that a great deal of the generated 
geographical knowledge is of little use for modern 
society. Disagreeing with such a widespread, too 
far-reaching opinion, a few general geographical 
methods and technics which are widespread and 
commonly used in social life could be mentioned: 
the cartographic method and the geographical map 
which is the final result of its use – an object of eve-
ryday use by millions of people; method of regionali-
sation of the territory (with separation of complex or 
sectoral regions); a scheme of a comprehensive geo-
graphical description of a territory (an inseparable 
element of each plan or strategy for spatial develop-
ment of administrative units); GIS, etc.

Among geographers, it is often assumed that the 
use of more or less complex operations to calculate 
empirical data automatically gives the published re-
sults as a book, article or report an applied essence. 
The author of this paper is of the opinion that, as 
long as the results of this study are not implemented 
in life, we can only speak of their application poten-
tial. It is, therefore, worth separating two categories:

–– first – studies that have already been applied in 
practice, and

–– second – study results with a potential to be ap-
plied, which are not equal to the first category. 

The first category concerns geographical studies 
and their results, ideas, concepts, methods and re-
search tools that have already been used for certain 
practical purposes; specific works and geographical 
expertise applied in practice (in spatial management 
or in the labour market, tourism and recreation, geo-
politics, in the protection of cultural heritage, etc.).

In the paper, some limitations that brake the 
separation of the common application potential 
of human geography were indicated. In the future, 
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in order to increase the impact of their research in 
practice, geographers should undoubtedly consider 
new topics and problems in relations between soci-
ety and space. Therefore, the author proposes the 
following definition of applied geography: a current 
in human geography, which includes research generat-
ing propositions for changes in the state of certain phe-
nomena, structures, relationships, movements, flows in 
their spatial dimension, in order to increase the quality 
of human life and optimise relations with both natural 
and anthropogenic environments.

Unlike other concepts and definitions on the sub-
ject, this approach does not limit practical geograph-
ical research exclusively to spatial and economic is-
sues or engineering activities aimed to transform 
and physically modify the current land use condition 
of a given area, as it was in constructive geography. 
The positive effects of such an approach may also in-
clude citizens’ increased awareness of social, cultural 
or ecological problems of their neighbourhood, city 
or region (for example: Hilpert, 2002).

Considering the above presented concept, sev-
eral proposals can be made for further development 
and diversification of applied research in the field of 
human geography:
1)	Continuation of previous research related to the 

economy and spatial planning, industry, agri-
culture, transport and tourism, including an im-
provement of their theory and methodology.

2)	Increasing geographers’ awareness of the wider 
applied potential of human geography, which is 
not limited to directions of economic geography.

3)	Extending geographers’ cooperation with insti-
tutions other than those specialised in spatial 
planning and regional policy – e.g. in the field of 
diplomacy, international relations, security, reso-
lutions of territorial and ethnonational conflicts.

4)	Attitude change by political and cultural geog-
raphers is necessary to prepare a part of their 
research in a way giving possibilities for applica-
tion in the activities of specific public institutions, 
NGOs or private companies.

4. Closing remarks

Based on selected publications in geographical liter-
ature analysed during the preparation of this paper, 
we may conclude that a variety of opinions about 
the practical importance of human geography re-
search exists. There is some agreement between 
scientists that studies in the field of economic ge-
ography and spatial planning, especially those em-
bedded in quantitative methods, perform leading 
functions in this respect. Simultaneously, because of 

excessive emphasis on spatial-economic issues, cul-
tural factors in solving social and political problems 
are underestimated.

In addition, there is a tendency to give geograph-
ical research and methods a secondary function in 
the process of spatial planning and development. 
This role is more than once limited to collection and 
analysis of data for public institutions or business 
companies, eventually to formulate certain recom-
mendations for regional and local administration.

According to the author of this article, each re-
search that generates new knowledge has an ap-
plied potential. It is about the possible application 
of research results in the future in a given sphere of 
social, economic or political life. These spheres also 
include fundamental science and education which 
shape our worldview, affects our behaviour and 
our relationships with other people in geographical 
space.
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