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Abstract

One of the primary functions of natural language is to express a di-
verse array of ideas, thoughts, and opinions. This article focuses on
evaluative and assessing language conveyed through various modes of
communication, including gestures, sounds, and visuals, with a par-
ticular emphasis on words. Consequently, depending on the commu-
nicative aim, opinionated language can manifest as either an offense
or a compliment. Additionally, opinions may be articulated through
single words or entire utterances. This text aims to elucidate, through
qualitative analysis, the role of selected colour terminology in the ex-
pression of opinions, particularly those associated with the colour
green. The research posits that colour terminology enhances the axio-
logical aspects of specific language forms and, as a result, may func-
tion as an opinion marker.
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Kolory jako znaczniki opinii:
Studium przypadku koloru zielonego

Abstrakt

Jedna z gléwnych funkcji jezyka naturalnego jest wyrazanie ré6znorod-
nych idei, mys$li oraz opinii. Niniejszy artykut koncentruje sie, wiec, na
przekazie oceniajacym i wartoSciujacym, wyrazonym w réznych for-
mach komunikacji, takich jak gesty, dzwieki i obrazy, z szczegoélnym
uwzglednieniem slowa jako medium do przekazania pogladéw lub
przekonan. W zwigzku z tym, w zaleznosci od celu komunikacyjnego,
jezyk opiniotworczy moze manifestowac sie jako obraza lub komple-
ment. Ponadto opinia moze by¢ przedstawiona zaréwno pojedynczymi
stowami, jak i calymi wypowiedziami. Celem niniejszego tekstu jest
wyjasnienie roli wybranej terminologii zwiazanej z kolorami, szczegol-
nie w kontekscie koloru zielonego, w wyrazaniu ocen lub przestawia-
niu punktu widzenia. Przeprowadzone badanie jakoSciowe potwierdza
hipoteze badawcza, iz terminologia zwiazana z kolorami wzbogaca ak-
sjologiczne aspekty okreslonych form jezykowych, a w rezultacie moze
funkcjonowac jako wskaznik opinii.

Slowa kluczowe

jezyk opiniotwoérczy, aksjologia w jezyku, nazwy barw

1. Introduction

For centuries language has been a useful tool for expressing
thoughts, among which opinions play a crucial part. Conse-
quently, forming an opinion is inevitably connected with using
a special kind of strategies and forms, especially these associ-
ated with valuative and assessing language. Such strategies en-
compass all modes of communication like gestures, sounds, vis-
uals but most of all implied or direct meaning expressed by
means of words. As follows, depending on a communicative aim,
the scale of opinionated language goes from an offense to
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a compliment or from one word (of a different lexical category)
to the whole elaborated utterance. This text aims at presenting
the role of selected colour terminology for the sake of opinions
with the thesis that colour terminology enhances axiological as-
pects related to given language forms and as a result may be
treated as an opinion marker. In order to answer the research
question, the qualitative analysis of three arbitrarily selected
phrases with green has been carried out.

2. Adjectives

Taking into consideration the fact that the research question for
the present work focuses on the function of colours as opinion
markers, providing some general understanding of the lexical
category of adjectives, to which colours belong, is justified. Be-
cause of the fact that this part of speech has been thoroughly
discussed from a number of perspectives, for the sake of this
work Hornby’s (1989) approach to the classification of adjectives
will be presented in the following part.

The reason for this choice is that in his definition of adjec-
tives, it is their function that provides the grounds for their un-
derstanding. Namely, their goal is to facilitate the representation
of the naive world by depicting the presence of reality in con-
sciousness or organising realities in the objective world.

Consequently, adjectives are divided into (Hornby 1989):

(1) adjectives connected with the perception by senses (visual, au-
ditory, olfactory, taste, touch or all senses used together at one
time);

(2) adjectives connected with the perception of time;

(3) adjectives connected with human ability;

(4) adjectives that are connected with emotional characteristics;

(5) adjectives connected with ethical, moral or psychological qual-
ities of a person with reference to negative and positive evalu-
ation;

(6) adjectives connected with abstract signs denoting abstract
concepts;
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(7) adjectives connected with the human state, the order of objects
in the real world or such subject matter that demands muscle
tension or the result of such tension.

As the above classification provides, the groups of adjectives to
a significant extent reveal the conceptual/semantic fields equiv-
alent to cognitive practices and pragmatic values. In addition, it
is worth mentioning that prototypically from a cognitive per-
spective adjectives are scanned summarily (Langacker 2008) in
order to link evaluation component with associative reasoning
performed by language users.

One of the reasons explaining such language behaviour is
that language performance aims at solving the issue of the dis-
tribution of values and anti-values within a given group, at the
same time strengthening the unity of this group. Then, another
point is that ethno-specific features of a language depict not
only a certain view of the world, but also the means of learning
it and in consequence highlighting the link between language
and thought.

As far as the research question of the present work is con-
cerned, it seems that adjectives representing colours to mark
opinions fall under a few of these categories. Obviously they be-
long to the first category, since colour perception is a sensual
experience. What is more, if the evaluative function of colours is
concerned, then definitely axiological values are frequently at-
tributed to them on the basis of cultural, psychological or lin-
guistic features, so in this aspect they bear resemblance to
group three, four and five of the above classification.

3. Colours

Colour naming and terminology connected with colours has
caused a great deal of academic discussion. Yet, for the sake of
this work only some arbitrarily selected aspects are mentioned
that in the opinion of the present author provide theoretical
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grounds in the context of finding an answer to the research
question.

Since the advent of basic colour terms by Berlin and Kay
(1969), the importance of colour terminology has grown. They
(Berlin and Kay 1969:4) propose a cross-cultural pattern of
naming colours, with its stages of development and language
progress (Figure 1).

[GRUE] — [yc]]m\']..__’ :
WHITE | P - pgrfk
Categories: | = [RED] and | —- p::n ‘
BLACK | e arAnge
[yeIluw] — [GRLL]/ grey
Stages: I II Ma IV v VI VII
IIIb
Figure 1

Stages of the development of colour vocabulary
(adapted from Berlin and Kay 1969: 4)

Among basic colour terms (such terms that can be identified by
their monolexemic form, application to a broad class of objects,
psychological salience, signification typical only of them, distri-
butional potential, to name only the most important ones), Ber-
lin and Kay (1969: 6) enumerate green in the fifth stage of de-
velopment. This colour term, according to the above mentioned
pattern, is a conceptual/ semantic derivative from the category
grue, that was revisited by Kay (1975: 260) that apart from green
also included blue. Additionally, Kay, Berlin and Merrifield
(1991) in their research on composite categories prove that yel-
low-green-blue-black category is not present in any language.
Another conclusion is drawn with regard to yellow-green cate-
gory which, although being present, is difficult to find (Kay, Ber-
lin and Merrifield 1991: 18).
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Moreover, Steinvall (2002: 219) adds to the above explana-
tion that basic colour terms are used in the function of modifi-
ers, they take various morphological forms to mark shades or
variations of colours (e.g. greenish), they are characterised by
high overall frequency, as well as basic colour terms have fig-
urative meanings (e.g. to be green meaning inexperienced), to
name only a few. Additionally, as Stanulewicz, Komorowska and
Pawtowski (2014) point out, the cultural elements touch upon
colour symbolism which, in turn, is represented by means of
fixed phrases. Also, as Szczyglowska (2003) observes, there is
a mutual dependence between colours that surround us and the
way we feel, express emotions and attitudes towards objects,
ideas and concepts that we connect with particular hues. Thus,
this mutual dependence places colours at the position of opin-
ion markers.

However, Biggam (2012) on revising nineteen tests for basic
colour terms proves that their effectiveness may vary from one
language to another, the findings that support the view pre-
sented by Wierzbicka (2008: 408) who claims that the concept
of colour is not universal across languages. The major differ-
ences refer to the way colours are conceptualized in different
cultures (e.g. her studies of Gidjingali, an Aboriginal language
spoken in Australia (Wierzbicka 1990)).

As the major focus of this work is on colour green (one of
basic colour terms), it should be pointed out that, following Ayto
(1990/2005: 252), this colour is mainly conceptually connected
with plants. As far as its etymology is concerned, its origins are
spotted in the ancient Germanic base *gro- (a morphological
root for the verb ‘to grow’). Similar forms, based on the West and
North Germanic derivative *gronjaz, that are found in German
grtin, Dutch groen, Swedish grén or Danish gren share the same
semantic concept of being related to the natural world. Addi-
tionally, Wierzbicka (1990: 117) adds that a plethora of lan-
guages relate green with grass, herbs, vegetation and the con-
nection with nature.
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Another aspect connected with green are its associations
with other concepts. As Mozolewska (2010: 86) demonstrates,
English native speakers have various associations with green
(Table 1).

Table 1
Associations with green (Mozolewska 2010: 86)
Association Perceqtage Percentage
of subjects of answers
calmness/ peace 30 23
envy/jealousy 24 19
nature 16 13.5
happiness/ joy 10 8
sickness 8 6
coldness 4 3
freshness 4 3
Jfriendliness 4 3
other associations 21.5
100

Stanulewicz (2012: 139) adds to this list the idea of luck since
language users associate green with the four-leaf clover. As has
been presented so far, green as one of basic colour terms has
particular connotations and associations connected with na-
ture; yet, its metaphorical meaning extensions are related to
a number of human feelings and emotions. This fact, further on,
is suggestive of green being associated with axiology.

4. Axiology and language

As far as axiology is concerned, it is understood as implied part
of meaning that expresses emotional and subjective message
(Redzimska 2022); yet, in Krzeszowski’s (1997) terms it is re-
lated to evaluative language expressions or language that de-
scribes values. Thus, following Puzynina (cited in Krzeszowski
1997: 15) linguistics and axiology meet in “the domain of eval-
uative words and their meaning” as well as in “the ways evalu-
ations are expressed in language and in the structure of texts”.
Additionally, as Krzeszowski (1997) claims, the ‘positive-nega-
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tive’ distinction plays the most significant role for the semantic
analysis with the ‘true-false’ distinction being reserved for the
truth- conditional logic used in the transformational- generative
grammar.

Thus, following Redzimska (2022:201-202), this general and
universal positive-negative scale is particularly applicable in de-
scribing and analysing semantic aspects:

(a) following Osgood, Suci & Tannenbaum (quoted in Krzeszowski
1997), the largest part of general variance (33%) in language is
connected with the evaluation on the ‘good-bad’ scale

(b) the categorization based on distinguishing good from bad is
learnt and implemented by children in their early years of life
and it precedes their language development and language com-
prehension (prior to evaluative concepts such as ‘ugly’ or ‘beau-
tiful’) since it is relevant for individual words as well as their
combinations.

The above polarity influences the domain of values, construct-
ing it as a two-dimensional one (Krzeszowski 1997), in which
the hierarchy of values is reflected in the vertical orientation. In
consequence of this organization, the best values are located in
the highest positions whereas the least desirable ones occupy
the lowest positions. The model of the Great Chain of Being
(Krzeszowski 1997) supports this hierarchy by grouping things,
experienced by human beings, into five consecutive categories
that include: God, humans, animals, plants and inorganic
things, with God taking the top most position. Additionally,
there is a left-right horizontal organization (Krzeszowski 1997)
depicting the continuous scale of values between two extreme
poles in the way that the more negative the value is, the more
to the left it is placed whereas the more positive the value is, the
more to the right its position is. It can be then interpreted that
when examining a concept, two mentioned above axes must co-
operate: the vertical dimension when looking for a correspond-
ing category and the horizontal one when looking for its values.
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Thus, the horizontal analysis constitutes the central concern of
this work since it captures the axiological charge of a concept.

For the sake of this work it is assumed that this axiological
charge presented by the horizontal axis is responsible for clas-
sifying a given word/ phrase/ sentence/ text as opinionated. It
results from the fact that the axiological charge equals a point
of reference on a positive-negative scale to which, as presented
by Krzeszowski (1997), lexical items can be assigned, following
the procedure of:

(1) absolute values being generated for given lexical units,

(2) contrasted values being generated for particular lexical units,

(3) concrete values being generated in given contexts for particular
lexical units.

One of the methods for eliciting the absolute charge is focused
on sentence formation when these sentences are to present at-
titudes and opinions in relation to particular issues
(Krzeszowski (1997) mentions this method in connection with
surveys carried out for social sciences). Yet, when eliciting val-
ues of lexical units in specific contexts is taken into account,
these are the contexts towards which positive and negative val-
ues are assigned, which further allows for estimating either
a positive, neutral or negative axiological charge. As Krzeszow-
ski (1997) highlights, this method lacks in objectivity and for
this reason it works as a supplementary strategy only and must
be supported with more independent/ objective evaluation pro-
cedures.

Because of the above mentioned issues connected with an-
alysing the axiological charge, it is assumed in this work that
this supplementary strategy can be the sentiment analysis pro-
cedure. Since the major focus of this work is on colours as opin-
ion markers, the sentiment analysis understanding is limited to
the definition presented by Taboada (2016) who claims that sen-
timent analysis task is to automatically evaluate the axiological
charge of a text. This is also the reason why one of the research
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methods used to examine the selected phrases, as far as their
evaluation is concerned, is the application of the sentiment
analysis software. So, this software will function as a tool to
carry out the valuating process for given terms.

According to Krzeszowski (1999:26), assessments by means
of language (or as assumed in the present paper- assessments
that are opinions) can be divided into three categories:

(a) the conceptual valuating (e.g. A car is a good thing.)

(b) the class valuating (e.g. The car that is standing here is a very
good car.)

(c) the exemplary valuating (e.g. This car is good; in that car the
clutch does not work.)

Analysing the examples mentioned above, Krzeszowski (1999)
marks that valuative language units (e.g. good) express a value
but for different carriers (language units assessed by valuative
language units). Thus, in the (a) valuating process, a value car-
rier are cars (the whole category of cars) which basically repre-
sent the concept of a car. As Krzeszowski (1999: 26) underlines,
the conceptual valuating is of an absolute character since it
does not apply any comparison to other concepts and it requires
only the knowledge of a plus-minus scale on which a given con-
cept is placed. In consequence this position at the same time
depicts the axiological charge. As far as the (b) valuating is con-
cerned, it pertains to some isolated class of cars (this class is
a value carrier), the representative of which is instantiated by
the car standing here. Following Krzeszowski (1999: 27), the
class valuating is always relative, namely it presents the degree
of fulfilling criteria for ICM (an Idealised Cognitive Model) for this
category (so such attributes by means of which the whole class
of good cars can be defined, at the same time entailing the ex-
istence of such cars that do not comply with these criteria). The
last category of valuating, the (c) valuating, definitely refers to
an individual car (this individual car is a value carrier) which is
compared to other members of the category. In this case, Krze-



Redzimska: Colours as opinion markers ... 153

szowski (1999: 28) points out that the exemplary valuating pro-
vides only some assessment that proves if an individual example
within a certain class follows a canonical representation of this
class. Thus, as Krzeszowski (1999: 28) explains:

[...] a given car can be good in terms of the class evaluation [...]
but it can be bad in terms of the exemplary evaluation since it
lacks wheels [...] or it has a broken steering wheel. Such an ex-
ample is in its non-canonical representation.

As follows, since the research question for the present work is
focused on colours and their function in opinions, it is assumed
that the same steps in valuating can be followed when analysing
selected examples with green.

5. Case study

As demonstrated above, axiology and valuating, which results
from it, are placed on the horizontal axis and are expressed by
particular vocabulary. However, the focus in this article is on
revealing the function of colour modifiers, green in particular,
in opinionated expressions that represent some evaluation. Ad-
ditionally, it will be shown that selected lexical representations
with green as a modifier make a given concept lose its prior sta-
tus as far as its representation is concerned.

5.1. Methodology

In order to answer the research question whether colours can
be used as opinion markers the following analysis of lexical rep-
resentations: a green light, green with envy and a greenhorn has
been carried out. The process has been divided into two steps:

(1) the corpus analysis in order to support their representation in
the lexicon,
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2) the analysis by means of a sentiment analyser in order to sup-

y y y p

port the assumption to what extent the phrases are opinion-
ated.

The corpus analysis has been carried out by means of the fol-
lowing corpora, from which only the first twenty representation
are taken into account:

(1) British National Corpus (BNC) (available at https://www.eng
lish-corpora.org/bnc, accessed in November-December 2023);

(2) BNC tagged by CLAWS (available at available at https://app.
sketchengine.eu, accessed in November- December 2023);

(3) Corpus of Contemporary American English (available at https:
/ /www.english-corpora.org/coca/, accessed in November-De-
cember 2023);

(4) English Web 2008 (available at available at https://app.
sketchengine.eu, accessed in November-December 2023).

For the sentiment analysis the following engine has been used
because of its availability in an open access formula: Free Sen-

timent Analyzer (available at https://danielsoper.com, accessed
in December 2023).

5.2. Corpus and sentiment analysis data presentation
5.2.1. GREEN LIGHT

British National Corpus (BNC)

e Oxwowgese | mll
166 I

1 O % GREEN LIGHT
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Corpus of Contemporary American English

1 0 & GREENLIGHT B1 I

SEARCH FREQUENCY

12019 SPOK | NPR_Morning Q@ & Qe getting impatient. And he told me. if they do not get the green kght to attack from Juan Guaido o from the US., they might just take

22019 MAG  TechCrunch Q@ € Q |, the Unicode Consortium, the nonprofit for which emoji get the green light.is relaunching its website with an updat
32017 MOV TheOutcasts O @ Q0 operation plan to Photoshop the cheerleaders' yearbook picture. Can | get the green light? | don't care, do what you want. | have been

4 2016 NEWS OmshaWordHerald @ € Q  Buti i izged the embryonic idea and went to Rabin to get the green light to continue, because he believed that the project was in I
5 2014 MAG  PopScience Q@ € Q  where they willbe further processed. # TABLE # 07 DRONES GET THE GREEN LIGHT # THE DOMESTIC-DRONE age wiloffcially begin by year's end. That's
6 2014 TV Wonderland Q@ © Q. me?Myleave pass. The one person outside the the green light to shag, Chicks always choose George Clooney. Oh. So, are

7 2013 MAG  Prevention O @ Q havetobeyour | downfall, however, These five on-the-go options get ty light from Prevention advisor and nutritionist Ashiey Koff, RD. #
8 2012 AIC  BkOne Q@ © Q Didyou hear the news?" # * What did we get th this time? " # * D herself," # Godiva

9 20127V Thelegendofkora @ @ Q machine Bolin passes Al back into Zone Two, and the Ferrets get the green light to advance, Cheersbythecrowd. The Rabbiroos are just fighting to stay at

10 2012 WEB  news.discovery.com Q@ Q teuse of synthetic fuels for nearly all s aircraft and expects to get the green light for biofuels by the end of 2012, Undersecretary Erin Conaton said. #

112012 WEB  us.talentlens.com Q € Q of Oxford select to evaluate the final paper, a fraction of essays get th light. # The Calif Exam - A career in law is thought to

12 2012 WEB  techdirt.com Q@ € Q Youtube? # Does this make me a candidate for any website to get the Green Light and send all my private E*TRADE, emais, facebook accounts to stranger
13 2012 WEB  politico.com Q@ @ Q gerthe U.S, to help strike Iran, He's not tryig to get the green Kght to strke Iran on his own, that would be a very bad third

14 2012 WEB  _lesbaltimoresuncom @ @ Q' a group led by gamb Caesars Corp. is expected to g green light Tuesday to build a 3,750 slot-machine casino ringed with rest

15 2012 WEB  metafiiter.com Q@ @ Q polls have closed. It won't be unt| 7 p.m. that projections get the green ight on the East Coast. " posted by Flamingo at 11:45 AM on November

16 2012 WEB  washingtonpostcom @ @ Q@ when the situation is right n front of me. But we'll get the green light or not from someane else. At the end of the day you always

17 2012 WEB ..ehouse blogscnncom @ @ Q@ russia and others to tum their back on iran... then able to get the green light to strike iran through the UN # March 21, 2012 at 221 am

18 2012 WEB nationalaffaiscom @ @ Q  for the mast part, check carefully that get the green ight have what it takes to succeed. As a result, these states have
19 2012 WEB  startribune.com Q@ @ Q Thursday he's not quite sure what Harvin would need to show to get the green kight for Sunday. & * Its hard to say, * Frazier said

English Web 2008

O Details Leftcontext  KWIC  Right context
1+ O © atimes.com 1 other forums before the government gave it the green  light </s><s>Commerce and Industry minister Tofail Anmed |
2z [J © atimes.com Propaganda Department before being given the green  light </s><s>Beijing faces a tricky balancing act.</s><s>Nar
3 O © atimes.com on November 3 of last year when Bush gave the green  light  for operatives to kill Qaed Salim Sinan al-Harethi, a sus;
« O arthlink net n his slender body, it pallor tinged by the green highball light on the signal bridge in front of the trestle.</s><s>Now w
s O umber10.gov.uk ur nuclear deterrent, we were effeclively giving a green  light  to other countries to pursue their own nuclear detemrents
¢ O © roembus.org >We will be 100% ready when Brussels gives us green  light  for the prog *imp tation. 1 would like
7 |:| (@) wisc.edu on works. </s><s>0ur eyes are mosi sensitive to green  light </s><s>Alexandrite reflects both green and red light.</s
¢ [ O wiscedu 1light </s><s>In bright sunlight. the proportion of green  light  is greater than it is in the light from an incandescent lam
s [ © wisc.edu eflected by alexandrite in bright sunlight is rich in green  light | to which our eyes are most sensitive, and we perceive
10 O O socialistworker... 1d when he allowed his spokesperson to give the green  light to Sharon for what Sharon has been doing.</s><s>So tf
1 O © projo.com 2en arrow while the cars exiting CV'S also have a green  light  at the same time. </s><s>They would be merging in with
12 0 @ ubcca s>The monochromatic lights such as red, green , viclet lights have different wave lengths.</s><s>How do the Newton

12 0 O ubcca <s>Red light The wavelength is 780 nm.<is> light The gth is 550 nm.</s><s>Violet Light The wavi
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D »anies said last month that they had received the green  light  from the US Department of Justice for their alliance, a b:
['_'] e military is essentially just waiting for Erdogan’s green  light .</s><s>For all practical purposes, the Turkish military h
O taff in the new year once they have been given a green light on their essential services.</s><s>| believe that all accre
| nngton had little choice but to give Musharraf the green  light  for his emergency as it desperately needs his help.</s>«
D ds in northern Iraq as a proxy force, it will need a green  light  from Ankara, which keeps the Kurdish population firmly
D k 3al, as outlined in the Mental Capacity Bill, was a green light for euthanasia, the PMS said that Lord Filkin had been t
O e... moved </s><s>And where you see magenta, the green  light  has been destructively removed. </s><s>Glossary</s><¢

A green light is a metaphorical phrase that in the result of the
metaphorical mapping means a permission to do something. In
BNC (5.2.a.1) examples (the representation of the phrase is 166
example), whereas this metaphorical meaning in the first nine-
teen examples is illustrated in lines 1, 2, 6, 9, 11, 12, 13, 15,
16, 18, 19 (which makes 58% out of 19 most frequent exam-
ples).

In BNC tagged by CLAWS (5.2.a.2), the total representation
of the phrase a green light amounts to 179. In the first twenty
examples above, the metaphorical meaning is illustrated in lines
1, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 (which makes 45% out of 20
most frequent examples).

Moreover, in COCA (5.2.a.3) the total number of the phrase
a green light is 2311. As the above examples reveal, in the first
nineteen examples the metaphorical meaning is in lines 1-19,
except for no 4 (which makes 95% out of 19 most frequent ex-
amples).

In the last corpus representation, in English Web 2008
(5.2.a.4), the total number of a green light is 7,531 examples.
Similarly to the size of the previous sample, out of the twenty
first illustrations, the metaphorical meaning is in lines 1, 2, 3,
5, 6, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 (which makes 75% out
of 20 most frequent examples).

Additionally, when interpreting the meaning of a green light,
the issue of its axiology must be taken into account. Basically,
it can be paraphrased into the situation when if you wait to do
something and finally you are allowed to do it, it is a positive
experience. This statement is proved by the results provided by
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the sentiment engine (5.2.a.5 below) that has unanimously eval-
uated the content of the phrase as positive.

Free Sentiment Analyser

We were effectively giving a green light to other countires working on their own nuclear deterrent s:_"‘:_'r-‘" -
iment:

100.0 e
13

5

5.2.2. GREEN WITH ENVY
British National Corpus (BNC)

T
1

0 GREEN WITH ENVY 12 —

E CLICK FOR MORE CONTEXT ) save @l Bawze HEPFRD
1 KRL 5 brdeast discussn @ @ Q beimpossible. And | know col league directors in the country who are green with envy at some of the things that we've been able to do even in these

2 FPX W fict prose @ © Q. magnificenty rounded. Other wamen took one lock at them, and went green with enwy. The 55 women were no exception. You have beautiful breasts. Wasted
3 (VS W fict_prose @ ® Q for. to make men's heads turn and women's eyes grow green with envy for all that you have that they can never hope to achieve." His

4 AAN W newsp_brdsht nat sports @ @ Q| 1o examine the possibility of a bid from the city. PAGE # Green with envy for Norway. # By Stephen Lee # IT SEEMS the last Christmas of the

5 BMC W_pop_lore @ € Q the short of nonchalant ease that would probabl y make even ARgerich or Pollini green with envy. Only in his own pieces (all transcriptions of other composer's w
6 FT8 W _pop_lore Q€ Q iscrammedwith quality features, some of which could make MS-DQ5 go green with envy # NORTON DESKTOP FOR DOS # This includes a bag of invaluable
7 G2V W_pop_lore Q& Q themost entertaining and educational event of the year - o risk being Green with envy! # tons of treats # THAT'S MAGIC! # 50 Playmabil sets #

& HAC W _pop lore @ ® Q , and some of the tools it provides would make professianal traditional animators green with envy. This s version one of what promises to be one of the leaing
9 CND W_non_ac_tech_engin @ € Q gritish Telecommunications Plc, described here by Chris Rose, must leave Telekom green with envy. British Telecom is now exploiting i freedom as a commerci
10 CFV W advert 2¢Q €D 2.3 Turbo, It's enough to turn your fellow board directors green with envy. # SAAB & AIRCRAFT INSPIRED. # IBM # EMPLOYMENT TRAINING # If you

11/ BIL  W_misc o€aQ Resplendent in outrageous fly - boy career that would make Del Boy Trotter green with eavy, Henderson stuck firmly to the turf long after his career was over. b

12 HAK | W_misc Q& Q onthecostof producing a magazine lavish enough to make many editors green with envy, but says Shell underwrites 50 to 70 per cent of it. The rest
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British National Corpus (BNC), tagged by CLAWS

O Detais Leflcontext  KWIC  Right context

O © imaginative or - to make men's heads tum and women's eyes grow green  with envy for all that you have that they can never hope

_ Commerce & fina... lucing a magazine lavish enough to make many editors green with envy , but says Shell underwrites 50 to 70 per cent

) Applied science  provides would make professional traditional animators green  with envy </s><s>This is version one of what promises
() Applied science  ‘s><s>Many thanks for a first class mag, even if Idogo green with envy at some of the kitl</s><s>J. D. Holden Chich
(© Commerce & fina... Japanese investors on terms that make other studios green with envy </s><s>Compaq</s><s>A star is fallen</s=<
2 Leisure taining and educational event of the year - of risk being Green with envy |</s><s>tons of freats</s><s>THAT'S MAGIC
(2 Unknown >And | know colleague directors in the country who are green  with envy at some of the things that we've been able to

ooooooag

(D) Commerce & fina... 3.</s><s>It's enough to turn your fellow board directors green with envy .</s><s>SAAB</s><s>AIRCRAFT INSPIREC

9 O © Imaginative </s><s>0ther women took one look at them, and went green with envy .</s><s>The SS women were no exception.<

Corpus of Contemporary American English

0 % GREENWITH ENVY

Corpus of Contemporary American English {1 é m &

SEARCH FREQUENCY
1 2019 SPOK NBC Today Q€Q e TB): Yeah. DAVE 0): Broceoli. Broccoli just have been green with envy. Now it has its momentin the sun. C
2 2019 SPOK NPR_AskMe Q@ ® Q abourgoing there to cheat on his wife. Now Meg Ryan is green with envy because Tom Hanks has vowed to do the same. (SOUY
3 2019 AIC  FanFic @ ® Q5 squeeze on her arm. " All the other girls will be green with envy, babe. " # She raised her virid eyes to smile at him.
4 2019 AIC  FanFic @ ® Q 113267022 Green with Envy # The Romans hadn't made it this far north. The English had,
5 2019 FIC  FanFic @ ® Q  tentacles and the red substance it was spraying on the grass. # Green with envy, Angus reflected. # He'd heard some Oxford men thearize abot
6 2019|FAC  FanFic @ ® Q To scream with a voice that chiled Angus to the core. # Green with envy., he reflected as everyone stopped shooting. Can you even feel that? #
7 2019 MOV | American Bistro @ ® Q fine guests that people will be sick. like green faced, like green with envy from the delicious... Use your words... food and drink chaices they will
& 2018 FIC  AntiochRev @ ® Q  yellow motorcyele that was as boisterous s its teenage driver, girs turned green with envy and boys blue with fear. Or perhaps it was longing:
9 2018 MOV  Her Smell @ ® Q  shit for myself. Well, what do you think? 'm green with enwy. So, Howard said that you guys are almost up in this one.
10 2018 TV The Deuce @ € Q two. For real. Jackie Bisset... she's gon na be green with envy. You watch. Here ya go, Zev. All right now. Easy
112017 MAG  Fortune @ ® Q summer's lawn today. Related = Want the neighbors to be green with envy over your grass next summer? Start putting in the work today, say th
12 2017 MOV  Silicon Cowboys @ ® Q fastest model. A development that could make Big Blue, IEM, green with envy. Come on, come on, come on, come on, come on
13 2016 FIC  BicWilsonDeception @ & Q vou should have seen Lansing when he took 3 gander at this. Green with envy, he was. Even though Lansing's own suite is pretty darned regal,
14 2016 MOV | Stressed toKill @ ® Q itgoing? If 1 told you the truth, you'd be green with envy and want to kill yourself. Yeah, yeah, | know, it sucks
15 2015 TV Hulkandthe Agentsof SMASH @ @ Q  too. By Jupiter! Thisj turn Venus her py! (GROANS) Quit flirtin'’ and get fighting" Love and war
16 2014 MAG Essence @ ® Q  beautybrands.com). & MAYBELLINE & New York Color Show Nail Lacquer in Green With Envy ($4, Walmart). # JINSODN # Nail Polish in Dolly Pink
17 2013 ACAD JissuesNursing @ ® Q & Appleby, ). (2000). Messuring performance. Green with enwy?. Health Service Journal, 110, 22-25. # Didion, )., Kozy
18 2012 SPOK CNN_Newsroom @ ® Q  my game for decades. So you will not believe and may be green with envy when | tell you about Latanna Stone. Why? Because she is only 10

19 2012/ FIC  BkCoupDetat @ €@ Q | whohadn't seen the sun since last Friday, was bright green with envy. £ * We are here on this historic occasion to observe the third inaugurati
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English Web 2008

?</s><s>Not a bit of itl</s><s>He would be green with envy at the generally much greater accuracy of today's maps

bestcontractmob... der and flaunt it among friends to turn them green with envy .</s><s>Twist and turn the screen of the Nokia N33 to €
tt.net 2.</s><s>He was in awe of her.</s><s>And green with envy ."</s><s>He chuckled a little at the memory.</s><s>We
usaweekend.com red other professions that, at first, made us green with envy - ice cream taster, B&B owner, personal shopper, film ¢
wn_____.</s><s>Peler Forbes: And | Am... green with envy .</s><s>Green Eggs and Ham.</s><s>And | Am...</s>

pitzer.ed 3>The Spanish Inquisition would have been green with envy </s><s>We now know the real fruths behind governme

atic display that will leave water-shy nations green with envy .</s><s>Reconnect our kids with the fun of fiddling aboi

um students from other London universities green with envy  I</s><s>The atmosphere at the halls of residence is als
freeworldgroup.... ng TV on the passenger-side visor.</s> <s>Green with envy  (but still not furious), the Lexus LS came up with autom:
police.uk :stershire Constabulary has left other forces green with  envy  after becoming the first force in the country to achieve @
atimes.com number two man at the Pentagon, must be green with envy .</s><s>Total lending by the bank, the world's largest si

netco.uk  ein the school holidays, | could only watch, green with envy |, as they rode into the sunset.......</s><s>Hearing of an

I kinds of prestigious journals that make me green with envy I</s><s>We've been very fortunate in having, for the las

*You don't get a bronze knife.</s><s>You're green with envy </s><s>Then one day the master flintmaker, aware of y

ng on just one photo is not fair.</s><s>l am green with envy at the quality of your whole album.</s><s>Usually one ¢

1es, like slingshots.</s><s>And even so I'm green with envy </s><s>Never before or since have | envied anyone so

theweekly.co.uk  on in Tunisia.</s><s>It looked lovely - | was green with envy .</s><s>She says that it just makes it all the harder to ¢

e e o o o o

is tearing into a fish - Outstanding!</s> <s>Green with envy , Paul in Florida.</s><s>P.S. We're contemplating a cru

When analysing the meaning of the phrase green with envy, all
of its representation in the corpora above (5.2.b.1, 5.2.b.2,
5.2.b.3, 5.2.b.4) have a metaphorical meaning which can be in-
terpreted as wishing very much what someone else has. What is
significant is the role of green as a complement to envy that is
to strengthen the feeling of desiring something to a large extent.

As far as the axiology of the phrase green with envy is con-
cerned, the intuition of language users would mark this phrase
a unanimously negative since envy is an emotion that is proto-
typically (including socially and culturally) marked as negative.
This intuition is supported by the data below (5.2.b.6).

Free Sentiment Analyser

Her beautiful suntan made me green with envy

17
clear text W -100.0 100
—4
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5.2.3. GREENHORN

British National Corpus (BNC)

HELP 2 FREQ
1 0 % GREENHORN 2 L
[ aekrovore conTer BlsHE @ans Bavz Her D

1 B76 | W_non_ac_nat science Q6 Q sametime,tofien seemswell nighimpossible — especially for the tyro or greenhom - to viit a museum and learn anything that serious educators would agree to de

2 GWK W misc 06Q qn Wales, north London and Herts and can be contacted on |

arol Greenhom ), formerty at Reed Consumer Books, represents Kingfisher in Scotland on 2

British National Corpus (BNC), tagged by CLAWS

0 0 Imaginative  lack mark against his name." said Penny.</s><s>"What greenhoms you are." said Glenda Grower, shaking her great mass ¢

O Leisure -d to the police._</s><s>\We were totally inexperienced - greenhorns - as far as this sort of experience went, lost souls entrap

[}

O
N ® Applied science 1 seems well nigh impossible - especially for the tyro or greenhorn - to visit a museum and leam anything that serious edut
O O Leisure arth London and Herts and can be contacted on : Carol Greenhorn ( ). formerly at Reed Consumer Books, represents King

Corpus of Contemporary American English

(@ ALLFORMS (SANPL
10 % CREENHORN

SEARCH FREQUENCY ACCOUNT

1 2019 FIC  Crazyhorse breath, * Don't talk in Yiddish. You want to sound like a greenhorn? You want to sound like Papa? " Louis doesn't finish his sausage
2017 FIC  BkYoureOneThatiWant
2017 FIC  Bk:YoureOneThatlWant
2017 TV Bering Sea Gold

2015 FIC  Dissent

2 and the clanging of the crab pot against the hydraulic lift, to the eighteen-year-cld greenhern hauling the bait from the chopper, # Greenje - st
3

4

5

6 2014 FIC  BkBigSkySecrets

7

B8

9

seven-mile line of pots, # Scotty shot a glance at Owen, the other greenhorn. although he'd run " opies, * opilio snow crab, with her
Landon will spend his leave on bonding time, facing the bering sea with his greenhorn dad. - Let's go, man. - Let's do this.
sallds, toliquids again, to gas. Joseph Cohen might've been a greenhorn but he had a green thumb, a man who grew apples from asphalt,
nearly a year in Montana, Landry was still an outsider, still that dandified greenhorn from Chicago, still the perennial dude. Still and always the
2014 FIC  WorldLitToday
2014 FIC  WorldLitToday
2014 MOV Wings: Sky Farce Heroes
10 2013 FIC  AntiochRev
112013 FIC  AntiochRev
12 2013 FIC  lowaRey
13 2013 MAG  Motherjones
14 2013 MAG  NaturalHist
15 12012 FIC  Bk:ComeTable
16 2012 FIC  Bk:BookMischiefNew
17 2012 FIC  Bk:BookMischiefNew
18 2012 NEWS OrangeCR
19 12012 ACAD | AmerScholar

- * The other uniformed man walked up and said to the first, " Greenhom. " * If he's got money hidden on him, I'm haoking

In a derogatory tone, * What did | teU you? He's a greenhorn. * The first uniformed man told him, * Get outta my sight.

- What do you mean rookies? - Rookie? Fresh off the runway, greenhorn, wiet behind the ears... call it what you want, You have two

On the bus from Ardara | had loaded black and white film, a raw greenhom idea | had of capturing seriousness, But | had transgressed and wi:
Chester Booth that was the start of the hospital. * Dr. Pelton was just a greenhom out of school, working in some apothecary shap in Lampas:

Our purpose was 1o prepare the cabin as a waypoint for the steady flow of greenhom hunters from Texas and Arkansas that my father would

difference. " # Warren has entered the Senate with pportunity than the have an impact. And she seems to realize

B gr

[

is underlain by Dakota Sandstone. Farther west, the underlying rock consists of chalky Greenhorn Limestone beds only about six inches thick,
mature folks, been at the church since the beginning. I'm just a greenhomn, don't even have my seminary degree yet. * “ Silly, *

. has assumed the Prince Albert coat his papa has kept in mothballs since his greenhorn days. A few of the older bays sport incipient beards lil
1o vote. # " Your hanars knaw best * this from Kaminsky, a greenhorn til his dying day " but ain't it what you call a miracle,

. your pyrrhulaxia and phainopepla, your tit and wren and wrentit. Since my greenhorm exemption was in place, nemenclature blur was anoth

© 90 0000009000000 000900
2 D PO OO P OL PP O PP P PP O P PO

the East. " The parallel is clear: Levin is the immigrant, the greenhorn, fresh off the boat and eager to be filled with a new American identity
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English Web 2008

D 1ck on Methodism, and said, | was but a novice and a green horn then.'</s><5>See Crookshank's Methodism in Ireland
O us to make themselves out to be greater novices and greenhorns than they really were.</s><s>"| caught a glimpse of the
D Jutenberg neta. . us to make themselves out to be greater novices and greenhorns than they really were.</s><s>'1 caught a glimpse of the

If the meaning of term greenhorn is to be analysed, it is also
a metaphor that means a novice, an inexperienced person,
which goes on a par with one of the associations with the colour
green- not ripe, not mature, not suitable for the consumption,
not ready to be used. This word has the greatest number of ex-
amples in COCA (5.2.c.3), in the rest of the analysed corpora its
representation is rather scarce (5.2.c.1, 5.2.c.2, 5.2.c.4). Yet, in
all of them there is no other but the metaphorical meaning.

Additionally, when the axiology of the phrase is concerned,
Free Sentiment Analyser (5.2.c.5) recognizes this phrase as pos-
itive. It can be then hypothetically assumed that this phrase
carries a positive evaluation (although, depending on a context,
the lack of experience can be treated as a negative characteris-
tics).

Free Sentiment Analyzer

Any more advice given a greenhorn teacher in her 18th year of teaching? Overall
Sentiment:

clear text

5.4. Data / results interpretation

A natural question that comes to mind is the relation between
the above mentioned theories and data for the sake of the



Redzimska: Colours as opinion markers ... 163

present work. It must be then highlighted that the research
question assumes that colours can be treated as opinion mark-
ers and evaluation (in other word opinion) can be expressed by
these terms. So, when analysing the above results of the corpus
analysis and the sentiment analysis, a number of factors must
be taken into consideration. The first one concerns the quality
of phrases, a green light, a greenhorn, green with envy since they
possess the following features that have impact on their under-
standing:

(a) all of the above mentioned phrases are both highly conven-
tional and metaphorical, to the extent that they are treated as
fixed phrases both in their form and meaning;

(b) in each of them green has a different function:

- in a green light, green function a modifier for a noun in a NP
(art. Adj N)

- in a greenhorn, green is part of a compound noun (Adj + N)

- in green with envy, green is part of a VP and is comple-
mented with a PP (Adj + PP).

For the sake of the current analysis, the present author claims
that characteristics mentioned above in a play a more signifi-
cant role than these in b as far as expressing opinions is con-
cerned. The claim is based on the assumption that axiological
charge that is responsible for presenting views is part of the
conventional meaning connected with these phrases. The rea-
son for this is the fact that in phrases a green light or a green-
horn, either green or light or horn are neutral in their axiology
but when the nouns are combined with green their axiology
changes, mostly because of associations and individual experi-
ence connected with the concept of green. At this point, it
should be also signified that as far as these phrases are con-
cerned it can be a matter of arbitrarily assigned meaning for
a fixed phrase that is context-dependent. However, another sit-
uation is with green and envy since envy is already prototypi-
cally marked as negative; so, it seems plausible to claim that
axiology connected with envy already has its strong negative
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value and green either functions as a modifier that strengthens
this value or adopts it from envy.

Additionally, bearing in mind the research question of the
present work connected with the representation of opinion by
means of colours, it must be highlighted that in the opinion of
the present author opinionated statements are partly construed
by means of valuating. In the case of the analysed phrases and
following Krzeszowski (1997), valuating (and as the result opin-
ion) is present at two levels. The first level is the conceptual val-
uating in which a given concept is placed on a plus-minus scale.
As follows, a green light, green with envy and greenhorn in their
metaphorical sense acquire their axiological dimension and gain
their power to express opinion at the moment of a metaphorical
mapping- so at the level where absolute values are generated for
these phrases. Obviously, if they are used in particular contexts
with reference to particular people/ objects this valuating
changes to the exemplary valuating and the absolute values
turn into concrete values that are required in particular con-
texts (e.g. when language users use these expressions towards
particular people or in particular situations). However, it must
be stressed that no matter which of the two levels are taken into
account, the axiology of phrases is preserved and by means of
this axiology a certain opinion is presented as well.

6. Conclusions

As discussed above, valuative and assessing language is a use-
ful tool in forming and expressing opinions. The research ques-
tion of the present work focuses on the possibility of colour ter-
minology, in particular green, to present opinions. As the corpus
analysis and the sentiment analysis for the selected phrases
have proved, colour terminology when used in its metaphorical
sense can be used in opinionated texts. Additionally, if the
meaning and aim of these phrases is scrutinized, the opinion
seems obvious in the case of greenhorn (so calling someone
a greenhorn equals our opinion about this person). With green
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with envy or a green light opinion seems a matter of the inter-
pretation of the whole communicative situation, including the
context for these expressions. Furthermore, the sentiment anal-
ysis presented above gives evidence that the above terms are not
neutral. Additionally, using software for sentiment analysis is
a useful method in the qualitative analysis of language to sup-
port the research of the axiological charge in opinionated lan-
guage expressions.
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